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8 April 2020 
 
From Brian Jolly, Synod Moderator 
To all serving and retired ministers and CRCWs, church secretaries,  
synod meeting members, members of synod committees and staff in North Western Synod 
 
 
Dear friends 
 
I write in the middle of Holy Week and wish you every blessing as in the strange circumstances of our current time 
we reflect on the last days of the life of Jesus and the first Easter Day and relate them to our lives and the life of the 
world today.  
 
Also, I write with an up to date summary of Covid 19 related information and advice available to us through the 
United Reformed Church, news of the launch of a new Synod Website, together with some inspiring Good News 
stories from around our North Western Synod - some fine examples of ways in which our churches are continuing to 
engage in God’s mission during the lockdown.  
        
 
According to Luke’s story - following the Last Supper, the dispute among the disciples over which one of them was to 
be regarded as the greatest and Jesus’ teaching about servanthood, the agony of Jesus in Gethsemane and his 
betrayal and arrest, Peter’s denial, the trial of Jesus, his ghastly and intensely painful crucifixion, and his burial - the 
first Easter Day began, unsurprisingly, with devastated women going to the tomb to finish off the job of burying him, 
with spices they had prepared. When later they tell the others about what happened to them there - about the 
stone that was rolled away, the absence of the body, and their conversation with the 2 men - the others reckon it to 
be what the gospel describes as ‘an idle tale’ which they did not believe.  
 
The first Easter Day began without a shred of hope. Everything was dreadful - it could not be worse! 
Notwithstanding all they had seen Jesus do, and all they had heard him say about how he would be killed and how 
that would not be the end - their hopes and their faith died when Jesus died. Yet, Jesus - whose friends, family, and 
all of Jerusalem thought dead - began to make himself known in new ways! God resurrected the faith of weary, 
anxious disciples, brought to life again their dead convictions, and restored the hopes they had lost. 
 
Because resurrection was not limited to first century Palestine, and is part of the experience of those who put their 
faith in Jesus, we are blessed, and can be a blessing to others, as we face a world turned upside-down by the Covid 
pandemic. 
 
If I might state the obvious, none of us are immune from anxiety, sorrow or death. When we carry these things, God 
invites us to hear the good news of Easter: the dawn does come; death does not have the final word. This is not only 
about the end of life - but about all those negative things which sometimes seem to get the upper hand along life’s 
way. 
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Think of what happened to the disciples after the first Easter Day, as they began to accept and believe in the 
resurrection. They went from being people afraid of dying, to being people who offered their very lives in order to 
be a blessing to others. 
 
I hope the following words will be helpful to you, especially as in strange and challenging circumstances we travel 
through Holy Week and celebrate the resurrection. They come from Fr Richard Rohr, a Catholic Franciscan priest. He 
says this to us about experiencing resurrection: 
 

You do not need to wait for death to experience resurrection. 
You can begin resurrection today and tomorrow … 
Resurrection happens every time you love someone back  
even though they were not very loving to you.  
At that moment, you have been raised from the dead. 
Every time you refuse to become negative, cynical, hopeless  -   
you have experienced the risen Christ. 
You don’t have to wait for it later. It’s always now and now and now. 

 
 
With this letter, in separate attachments, are two documents, both of which you may find interesting and helpful. 
One, Synod Good News - April 2020, contains some recent stories from around our North Western Synod about how 
church is emerging in new and innovative ways during this period of lockdown. The other, NWS Coronavirus 
Handbook, contains information and advice to help support your local church in this time of crisis; it covers matters 
such as Digital Worship, Finance, Safeguarding, Personal Safety, Funeral Services and Ministerial Support. 
 
Our synod website has been in need of a serious overhaul for some time! A new synod website is being built and 
may be viewed at www.nwsynod.org.uk . This new website is by no means complete, but its content will grow over 
the coming weeks. Please do take a look and encourage others to do so too. Any news or helpful information for 
local churches will now be posted on the new website.  
 
Please share this letter with elders and others in your church/es, a you are able. Some of the information in it may 
be of help and interest to members of our congregations. 
 
With my prayers that Holy Week and the season of Easter may be a blessing to you, to our local churches and to the 
communities we serve in Cumbria, Lancashire, Greater Manchester, Cheshire and Derbyshire. 
 
 
Brian Jolly 
Moderator 
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